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ABSTRACT FOR A SHORT PRESENTATION 
 
 
 

The experimental approach to fulfil some theoretical gaps in terminology 
 
The terminological definition – its principles and methods – is one of the crucial issues in 
terminology. Normally, theoretical foundations serve practice in giving the necessary 
guidelines on why and how to write definitions. However, there appears to be a gap in the 
theory concerning the semantic (conceptual) structure of the definition. Neither the classical 
lexicographers nor the more recent terminologists give a satisfactory answer about which 
semantic features serve to define which types of concepts and in which order. Nevertheless, 
thousands of professionals have been producing, ever since the first days of these activities, 
effective definitions on an intuitive basis. There must therefore be some intuitive structural 
patterns which can be explored empirically through different kinds of direct or indirect 
experimental investigations, either by asking terminologists to order given sets of semantic 
features or by semi-automatic corpus analysis. The results of these experiments are thus 
necessary not only to build-up a motivated theory of the semantic construct of definitions, but 
also to give adequate justification and systematisation to the definitory practice, whether 
professional or pedagogical. The data gathered using these methods may also be of profit to 
the development of computer applications dealing with natural language processing. In sum, 
this paper aims to illustrate how indispensable the experimental methods are for the theory 
and methodology of disciplines dealing with concepts and semantics without losing sight of 
the limitations of such experiments. 
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